Ast 622 The Interstellar Medium

Class Presentation

Each student will give a 15 minute, mini-lecture on a topic of your choosing, but related
to the ISM. It can extend an area covered in class or explore a new area that is not in the
syllabus — teach me something new! The presentations will occur on April 27th and May
1st and will count towards 15% of your overall grade in the course.

Timeline:

1. March 23: Provide a list of three topic choices
2. March 27: JW will confirm topics and presentation schedule
3. Week of April 13-17: Arrange a meeting to review your lecture plan

4. Evening before: Send an email to JW with a summary of your main points and
citations

5. Day of: Present your lecture

Grading Guidelines:
1. Overall quality of the presentation

2. Breadth and depth of material presented
Don’t just requrgitate information from a single source! Try to read broadly and
synthesize a mix of (a) seminal works, (b) textbooks, and (c) recent literature /results
and open questions. I encourage you to make use of Al tools such as NotebookL M.

3. Timing
You know that students don’t like it when lectures run over... and neither do orga-
nizers at meetings. Practice and stay on time!

4. Engagement during your lecture
Is this a thought-provoking lecture? Can you hold the attention of the entire class?
Engage the class through the Socratic method or active learning techniques (e.g.,
have them briefly discuss or calculate something).

Credit to Meredith MacGregor for the design of this activity



